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Honorable T. H. Bell
Secretary of Education
U. S. Department of Education
VVashington, D. C. 20202

Dear Mr. Secretary:

April 26, 1983

. .

On August 26, 1981 , you created the National Commission on Excellence in Education
and directed it to present a report on the quality -of education in America to you and to the
American people by April of 1983.

It has been my privilege to chair this endeavor and on behalf of the members of the
Commission it is my pleasure to transmit this report, A Nation at Risk: The Imperative
for Educational Reform.

Our purpose has been to help define the problems afflicting American education and to
provide solutions, not search for scapegoats. VVe addressed the main issues as we saw
them, but have not attempted to treat the subordinate matters in any detail. VVe were
forthright in our discussions and have been candid in our report regarding both the

. strengths and weaknesses of American education.

The Commission deeply believes that the problems we have discerned in American
educatiOn can be both understood and correCted if the people of our country, together
with those who have public responsibility in the matter, care enough and are courageous
enough to do what is required.

Each member of the Commission appreciates your leadership in having asked this diverse
group of persons to examine one of the central issues which will define our Nation
future. VVe especially welcomed your confidence throughout the course of our
deliberations and your anticipation of a report free of political partisanship.

It is our collective and earnest hope that you will continue to provide leadership in this
effort by assuring wide dissemination and full discussion of this report, and by encouraging
appropriate action throughout the country. VVe believe that materials compiled by the
Commission in the course of its work constitute a major resource for all persons
interested in American education.

The other Commissioners and I sincerely appreciate the opportunity to have served our
country as members of the National Commission on Excellence in Education, and on their
behalf I remain

Respectfully,

~!::L
Chairman
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studying the relationship between college admissions re-
quirements and student achievement in high school;

identifying educational programs which result in notable
student success in college; \

assessing the degree to which major social and educational
changes in the last quarter century have affected student
achievement; and

defining problems which must be faced and overcome if we
are successfully to pursue the course of excellence in edu-
cation.

ssion s charter directed it to pgYJ2artkl1J~r
attention to teenage you , and we have done so largely by fo-
cus g on fllgh o1S:'Se lective attention was given to the
formative years spent in elementary schools, to higher educa-
tion, and to vocational and technical programs. VVe refer those
interested in the need for similar reform in higher education to
the recent report of the American Council on Education
Strengthen tfze Quality of Higher Education.

In going about its work the Commission has relied in 
! the main upon five sources of information:

0 papers commissioned from experts on a variety of ed-
ucational issues;
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0 administrators, teachers, students, representatives
of professional and public groups, parents, business
leaders, public officials, and scholars who testified at
eight meetings of the full Commission, six public hear-
ings, two panel discussions, a symposium, and a
series of meetings organized by the Department of
Education s Regional Offices;

existing analyses of problems in education;

letters from concerned citizens, teachers, and admin-
istrators who volunteered extensive comments on
problems and possibilities in American education; and




